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Within the debates on poverty measurement among experts as well as the discussions 

about Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) an interesting shift has taken place in 

recent years, away from uni-dimensional measurements (based on a poverty line) and 

towards multi-dimensional approaches. Any multi-dimensional approach is, by definition, 

dealing with the complexity of poverty across a range of aspects which need to be 

assessed separately before they can be combined (weighted) to produce an overall, 

synthetic measure. This measure, in turn, if it is going to be more than a theoretical 

curiosum, must be translated for and presented to the public at large and decision-makers 

in order to impact programs and policies to reduce and eliminate poverty.   

In this paper, all the steps involved in the last two sentences are explored. This is done in 

the context of the measurement of Child Poverty that was initiated over a decade ago by 



UNICEF. After a brief review of the history and evolution of the measurement of child 

poverty, three consecutive sections dealing with the issues raised above are introduced. 

First, based on the experience of over 70 countries from all developing continents, the 

selection of indicators is discussed. This is followed by a series of simulations showing 

the pitfalls of endogenous weights. The third of these sections explores the challenges in 

presenting these results to a wide, lay audience which are shown to be less intractable 

than the issues faced by the Human Poverty Index and the “one-dollar-a day” uni-

dimensional metric. Two additional sections deal, respectively, with the problem of 

embedding the Child Poverty measurement with the larger poverty picture of the country 

(i.e. comparing and complementing metrics of adult and overall poverty) and how to 

provide a synthetic measurement of Child Poverty in rich countries which is comparable 

and consistent with Child Poverty estimates in developing countries. The seventh and 

final section summarizes the main results and conclusions of the paper. 

Background: As children suffer poverty differently from adults and policies to 

reduce/eliminate poverty may leave children out (and occasionally hurt them if family 

poverty is reduced by increasing child labor or adults working long hours which results 

and child neglect), an independent measurement of child poverty is needed. As income is 

not the most important issue for children but their access to food, housing, education, 

health, etc, the best way to measure Child Poverty is using a multidimensional approach. 

This raises issues of synthesizing the complex measurement of multi-dimensional poverty 

in a way that is meaningful to a wide audience.    

Objectives: Present the latest development in the conceptual debates regarding 

measurement of Child Poverty using multi-dimensional approaches 

Methods: Empirical evidence, theoretical models, simulations. 

Results: How to solve issues of weighting several dimensions of child poverty and how 

to construct a synthetic indicator 

Conclusions: The synthetic indicator is easier to understand (for a lay audience) than the 

“one dollar a day” unidimensional metric and than the Human Poverty Index. Also it can 

be embedded to measure so overall or adult poverty. 
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