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Background: Few attempts have been done to measure quality of life (QoL) in Spanish

municipalities. The most complete was Gonzalet et al (2011) who, using the technique of Value

Efficiency Analysis, estimated QoL for a sample of 643 municipalities in 2001.

Objectives: The main objective of this research is to update the results of our previous study, to

evaluate QoL in Spanish municipalities in 2011. We want to extend and improve the data sources

employed to provide a more consistent evaluation of dimensions such as health or political voice,

which were not accounted properly in our former research.

Methods: We rely mainly on the 2011 census data, but we complement this with other sources.

Most notably, we use mortality data to derive two indicators of health and official records to

account for safety and political voice. Following, Stiglitz et al (2009) and subsequent research, we

propose to measure QoL on the basis of 8 dimensions (Material living conditions, health,

education, environment, safety, political voice, leisure and social interaction and personal

activities). The indicators are combined into a composite measure of QoL using Data Envelopment



Analysis (DEA) and Value Efficiency Analysis (VEA), making a “benefit of the doubt” type of

weighting. We include additional weight restrictions to the VEA specification to improve

consistency.

Results: The results show a similar pattern of distribution of the QoL as in our previous research

for 2001. However, the effects of the crisis have not been symmetric. While the south shows an

important setback, some cities in the north-west and north-east (Catalonia) seem to lead QoL

regress. In contrast, the central area has improved its relative position. We observe significant

differences across regions in most of the dimensions of the QoL index.

Conclusions: Our approach to measure QoL is by comparison. Therefore, it is a relative measure.

It serves to assess whether interregional differences in QoL have increased after the crisis or not,

but not really to assess the overall change in QoL. The data indicate that the differences have not

decreased and there is some trend to increase during the crisis. In future research we will

recalculate the QoL indexes for 2001 using the same set of variables available for 2011. This will

allow the assessment of overall progress (or regress).
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